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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

The editor is not responsible for opinions expressed in this department. All communications 
must be accompanied by the name and address of the writer to ensure publication. 

MINISTERING TO THE PEOPLE OF THE ORIENT 
Dear Editor: The people of the Orient are filled with superstition, fear and 
strange ideas. It is, therefore, not always easy to minister to them. One day 
a mother with a month-old baby on her back came to the dispensary. A glance 
showed that the child was very sick. There were many abscesses on the child's 
head, which was covered with a black substance. Being interested in all Korean 
first aid, I inquired what the substance was. I received the information that if a 
child has a rash or spots on its body when it is born, the placenta isi burned and 
the charred mass is mixed with oil and applied to the affected area. The result 
of the treatment in this case was several bad infections into which eight incisions 
had to be made. Would the mother leave the baby in the hospital? Oh, no! 
She couldn't do that, so it was decided that we would incise the abscesses in the 
dispensary. After I had cleaned off the black mass, I took up the razor to shave 
off the hair. This was too much for the frightened mother. "Don't do anything," 
she said. "Just put on some yok (medicine) and let us go." The Korean doctor 
tried to explain to her that it was far better to have incisions made and that the 
scalp must be prepared first. As a final resort, she said, "Stop. I can't have 
anything done, for I didn't bring any money." We assured her that even though 
she had no money it would be all right, and that for the baby's sake we would 
give the treatment. At last, after much persuasion, we gained her consent and 
were able to relieve the tiny baby. Another time a lady, following an examina- 
tion, was told that she needed a slight operation which could be done under a 
local anesthetic. "But I can't be operated on," she said, and went home. In half 
an hour or so she was back again. Her husband, who was undoubtedly the master 
in that household, had sent her back posthaste. She was operated upon and 
greatly helped. One day a very sick baby was brought to the hospital by the 
father and, because it was so very sick, it was taken into the hospital. The 
fact that the baby was left in a foreign hospital was too much for the super- 
stitious grandmother, and she came and took it away. It was a very indignant, 
more modern father who found that his child had been taken away. We had 
done all we could to prevent the child being taken, but we had; to leave that 
domestic problem to be solved in the home. As for the poor baby, it died two 
days later. We explained to a man one day that it was best for his wife to 
enter the hospital for treatment. The wife objected and refused, but the husband 
remarked, "She doesn't know anything," and taking her on his back he carried 
her upstairs to a bed where she remained happy until she was able to go home. 
A baby, who was very sick with pneumonia, was one day brought into the hospital. 
The family had given up all hope because the grandmother had told them that if 
a child was taken sick before it was a hundred days old, it would surely die. 
The poor child was filthy dirty and was sadly in need of care. We were glad to 
be able to show them that with cleanliness and care a child need not die even 
if it is not a hundred days old. 

Korea D. M. B. 

AN ERRING PUPIL 
Dear Editor: A senior nurse went joy riding, but not alone, with a married 
man and returned after 11 p. m., slightly intoxicated. It so happened that the 
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